Suggested language to use and
to provide when delivering a diagnesis:

* Offer congratulations first.

° “lt appears your IDala may have [Down syndrome]. We wi” run some tests to cgn{jirm
this diagnosis or TKe test results show that your Ioaloy has [Down syndrome].

« Offer encouragement and offer positive literature and support information.

:Alfter you have had some time a|one, | wi” come Ivack and answer any questions you have.”

y O{"{“er a DSAV New Parent Sug/port Folder as a First resource and share the Down
a

Syndrome Association oFthe

own Syndro,,,e
jation of ¢
goC\@ he 1, e,

”ey contact imformation.

More tips on the laack .

Eastern Ohio & Western Pennsylvania

* Give the diagnosis with BOTH parents present.

) |ngving the Aiagnosis after birth of the Ioal?y, give parents time with the child first.

* Do not give a positive diagnosis until definitive test results are in hand

» Offer to come back later to answer questions. Bring literature & resource information.

* Do not presume to predict wlwat a childls liFe wi” Iae |il<e. OFFer positive in{“‘ormation.
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